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Funded by the GPSAFC and Open to the Graduate Community 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE JOHNSON SCHOOL COMMUNITY! 

 
As you move beyond the familiar to pursuing your M.B.A., members of the Black Graduate Business Association 

(BGBA) wish to share a few words of advice based on our experiences.  Best wishes! 

 

 

Temitayo O. Akinyemi 

Sustainable Global Enterprise (SGE) Immersion 

“Decide what YOU want from your business school experience and create 
that for yourself.  No apologies; no regrets.” 

Undergraduate: Princeton University 
Hometown: Chicago, IL 

 

St. Clair Brown     

Customized Immersion 

“Keep your eyes on the prize. Take it all in stride.” 

Undergraduate: New York University    
Hometown: NJ/NY/Philly, PA 

 

Valerie Chiamaka Chikwendu  

AMBA 

 

“The most meaningful experiences you will have while in school will be 
outside the classroom – be sure to take advantage of them.” 
 
Undergraduate: Stevens Institute of Technology, University of Nigeria 
Hometown: Philadelphia, PA 

 

Kenny Cox 

Customized Immersion 

“1) Take time to engage in pre-course work to adequately prepare for core 
classes 2) Everything is negotiable!!! 3) It is very important to seek a proper 
work-life balance (especially in your 1st year).” 

Undergraduate: University of Tennessee 
Hometown: Memphis, TN 
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Gerard Edwards 

Strategic Brand Management Immersion 

“Regardless of how rigorous your undergraduate program was, the 
Johnson School challenges you to attain knowledge not only in the 
classroom, but also outside as well.  Prepare by studying during the 
summer and completing exemption exams when you arrive.” 

Undergraduate: University of Arkansas ς Pine  Bluff 
Hometown: Indianapolis, IN 

 

Camille Etienne 

Investment Banking Immersion 

“If you don't understand a concept, get help immediately by asking your 
professor or attending a TA session.  If you wait, the one concept you don't 
understand will multiply and the situation will quickly become very 
stressful.” 

Undergraduate: University of Windsor (Canada) 
Hometown: Toronto, Canada 

 

Gary Gordon 

Semester in Strategic Operations (SSO) Immersion 

“Beware the FOMO (Fear of Missing Out) Factor– You will quickly burn out 
if you attempt everything.έ 

Undergraduate: University of California, Riverside  
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA  

 

J. DeLano Ford 

Customized Immersion 

“Save as much as you can before school and do as much leg work on 
determining where you want to be professionally after business school.” 

Undergraduate: Morehouse College 
Hometown: Atlanta, GA/Winston-Salem, NC 
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Binyam Giorgis 

Customized Immersion (International Finance and Management) 

 

Undergraduate: University of Maryland-College Park 
Hometown: Ethiopia and in Maryland (DC) 

 

 

Darius J Hubbard                

Sustainable Global Enterprise (SGE) Immersion 

“Eat your fruits and veggies.” 

Undergraduate: Morehouse College 
Hometown: East Coast                 

 

Kevin Johnson 

Sustainable Global Enterprise (SGE) Immersion 

“Don’t over-commit yourself.”  

Undergraduate: West Point  
Hometown: Schenectady, NY 

 

 

 Kelli Jones 

Customized Immersion 

“Take this opportunity to challenge yourself and grow. Get to know your 
classmates. The Johnson School network is priceless.” 

Undergraduate: University of Virginia  
Hometown: Atlanta, GA 

 

Adrienne Rose Martinez 

Capital Markets and Asset Management (CMAM) Immersion 

“You can’t do it all and you can’t do it alone.  Ask for help and ask for it 
early.” 

Undergraduate: Cornell University  
Hometown: Glendora, CA 
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Meloney Moore 

Customized (Global Brand Management and Negotiations in Emerging 

Markets) Immersion 

“Don't let your education get in the way of your education. Take the study 
trips abroad!” 

Undergraduate: University of Notre Dame  
Hometown: Orlando, FL  

 

Kandea Mosley 

Sustainable Global Enterprise (SGE) Immersion 

“If at all possible, take financial accounting and statistics for business 
before you arrive. Don’t hesitate to reach out to any of us if you need 
anything at all! 

Undergraduate: University of California, Los Angeles  
Hometown: Manhattan, NY   

 

Ike Obele 

Strategic Brand Management Immersion 

“Join Island fitness-don’t join the school gym. Go to JOE!” 

Undergraduate: Rennsalear Polytechnic Institute  
Hometown: Boston, MA 

 

Esohe Denise Odaro 

Customized Immersion (International Finance and Management) 

 

“Don’t dwell on why you came to B-school. Focus on the “now”, sweat it 
out and in spite of workload, have some “me” time sporadicallyέ 
 
Undergraduate: The University of Bedfordshire (LLB (Hons.)), The 

University of the West of England (PGBL. BVC), University of London 

(Msc) 

Hometown: UK/Nigeria 
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Nkeruka òKayó Okonmah 

Strategic Brand Management Immersion 

“Make sure your professors know you by name. Capitalize on the 
knowledge of your classmates.έ  

Undergraduate: Tuskegee University  
Hometown: Miami, FL 

 

 

Nichoyene Paul 

Customized Immersion 

“Push beyond your comfort zone, especially when it comes to the people 
with whom you interact.” 
 

Undergraduate: Long Island University  
Hometown: Brooklyn, NY  
 

 

Dawn Emerald Randall 

Customized (Global Strategy and Marketing) Immersion 

“Think BIG, stretch yourself, get involved and network, network, and 
network some more!   Get out of Sage to learn what Cornell is really all 
about--do a study trip or study abroad so that you get a real global MBA 
experience.” 
  

Undergraduate: The University of California,  Berkeley  
Hometown: Pasadena, CA by way of Brooklyn, NY  

 

 Hilary Lashley Renison 

Semester in Strategic Operations (SSO) Immersion 

“In the wise words of Yoda, “Do or do not, there is no try.” 

Undergraduate: Cornell University 
Hometown: Plainview Old-Bethpage, NY 
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Laillah Rice 

Customized Immersion 

“Don't panic or stress out during the core. It's not worth it.” 

Undergraduate: UNC-Chapel Hill 
Hometown: Westchester County, NY before B-school, but from  
Durham, NC 

 

Robyn C. Stokes 

Customized Immersion 

Undergraduate: Spelman College  
Hometown: Indianapolis, IN 

 

 
 

Robert Woods 

Capital Markets and Asset Management (CMAM) Immersion 

“Downtown Ithaca has the best soul food.” 

Undergraduate: Drexel University 
Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA 

 

 

 Michelle Wonsley 

Semester in Strategic Operations (SSO) Immersion 

“Make sure you adequately prepare for the core; it flies by and is pretty 
unforgiving.  Otherwise, have fun!” 

Undergraduate: Spelman College  
Hometown: Brooklyn, NY  
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DISCLAIMER: For informational purposes only.  BGBA does not warrant, or endorse, the services listed above.  The information 

should only be used as a means to become familiar with the area.   

 

To help you become familiar with Ithaca, New York, please find a few helpful resources listed below. 

Barbers Big Time Barbershop (607) 277-0777 

Hair Salons Alta Spa (607) 273-6818 

Soul Food  aǎΦ ¢ǳŎƪŜǊΩǎ /ŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ όслтύ нто-2258 

Hang-Out tƛȄŜƭΩǎ όслт) 277-7529 

Great Desserts aŀŘŜƭƛƴŜΩǎ (607) 277-2253 

Great Steak John Thomas (607) 273-3464 

Spa August Moon Spa (607) 256-2772 

Church Ithaca Church of Christ (607) 273-7811 

Calvary Baptist Church  (607) 273-7291 

Seamstress Kandea Mosley 


